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FOREWORD

The HIV surveillance rounds in the country have been instrumental in providing policy makers, 

program planners and implementers with up-to-date epidemiological evidence to steer the HIV 

response in the direction of maximum impact. In resource constraint settings evidence based, 

targeted approaches, contextually tailored to the needs of the infected and affected populations are 

required to efficiently deliver services and curb the spread of infection. The surveillance round has 

been complimented by Asian Epidemic Modelling exercises for obtaining population size estimations 

and developing high impact intervention scenarios based on best practices for efficient and effective 

use of resources.  

The IBBS Round V was successfully conducted by the National AIDS Control Program (NACP) under 

stewardship of the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination (Mo NHSRC), 

Government of Pakistan. The Ministry lauds the efforts of the technical and implementing partners in 

carrying out this meticulous exercise with a high degree of professionalism and astuteness. The 

Mo NHSRC commends the role played by Dr. Mamadou Sakho, UNAIDS Country Director for Pakistan 

and Afghanistan, providing his sound guidance and support for the smooth implementation of the 

IBBS activities. The support of development partners, including, the Global Fund, UNICEF, and UNFPA 

is also acknowledged. 

The Ministry of National Health Services Regulation Coordination (Mo NHSRC) takes the opportunity 

to laud the vibrant leadership of Dr. Baseer Khan Achakzai, National Program Manager, NACP for the 

successful completion of the surveillance round in the country. His active involvement in the entire 

process from planning through to implementation and monitoring, was a source of motivation and 

strength for the implementing and technical partners, to efficiently complete the process. The efforts 

and contributions of the NACP team including Dr. Sofia Furqan, Dr. Quaid Saeed and 

Dr. Saima Paracha are also greatly acknowledged in facilitating the process. 

The Mo NHSRC is also grateful to the non-governmental organizations, community representatives 

and members of the key populations who took part in the survey and rendered valuable inputs in 

terms of time and efforts. 

The Mo NHSRC expressed the hope that the data obtained from the IBBS will be intelligently used by 

the policy makers, program managers and public health specialists to control the spread of the 

epidemic. 

Dr. Assad Hafeez

Director General (Health) 

Ministry of National Health Services Regulation Coordination

Government of Pakistan
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The National HIV AIDS Surveillance (IBBS Round V) comprehensively portrays the HIV epidemic in the 

country to effectively guide the national response,  to deliver prevention, treatment, care and support 

services to people living with HIV, key and vulnerable populations. Data obtained from the 

surveillance activities provides valuable evidence for designing, implementing and monitoring of 

public health programs for the prevention and control of spread of HIV infection by focusing the 

response in populations and locations where HIV epidemic is evolving and the HIV services are 

lacking or failing to reach people.

The current survey was carried out by the National AIDS Control Program (NACP) under the 

leadership of Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination (MoNHSRC), 

Government of Pakistan.   The Integrated Biological and Behavioral Surveillance (IBBS) Round V, 

2016-17, is a joint collaboration between NACP, Ministry of NHSRC and UNAIDS with the financial and 

technical support from Global Fund, UNICEF, UNDP and UNFPA. 

UNAIDS takes the opportunity to laud the vibrant leadership of Dr. Abdul Baseer Khan Achakzai, 

National Program Manager, NACP for the successful completion of the Surveillance round in the 

country. The active involvement of the NPM and NACP team including Dr. Sofia Furqan, Dr. Quaid 

Saeed and Dr. Saima Paracha in the entire process from planning, implementation and monitoring is 

greatly acknowledged.  

UNAIDS also extends its gratitude to the NGOs, community representatives and members of the key 

populations people who participated in the survey, for their valuable time, efforts and experience 

sharing.    

UNAIDS hopes that the evidence provided by the IBBS will contribute towards meeting the global and 

national targets of ending the HIV epidemic and reiterated the support of UN partners to the 

government of Pakistan in its fight against HIV AIDS.

Dr. Mamadou L Sakho, 

UNAIDS Country Director

Pakistan & Afghanistan
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