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FOREWORD

In compliance with the Amended Law on Statistics of Mongolia, the National Statistical Office
(NSO) of Mongolia conducted the “Social Indicator Sample Survey -2013” with support from
the Government of Mongolia, UNICEF and UNFPA. The survey combined 3 major nationwide
household-based surveys, namely the Child Development Survey (CDS) or the Multiple Indicator
Cluster Survey (MICS), the Reproductive Health Survey (RHS) and the Demographic and
Health Survey (DHS) which are conducted individually at global level. In the past, the NSO of
Mongolia conducted the Reproductive Health Survey (RHS) in 1998, 2003 and 2008 based on
the Demographic Health Survey (DHS) methodologies with financial and technical support of
UNFPA, and the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) in 1996, 2000, 2005 and 2010 with
financial and technical support of UNICEF. However, as the methodologies of the two surveys
did not have significant differences, using similar indicators and disaggregation levels, it was not
considered cost-effective to conduct the surveys separately. As a result of extensive negotiations
between the NSO, UNFPA and UNICEF, a decision was made to conduct a combined Social
Indicator Sample Survey (SISS). Necessary amendments were made to the Law on Statistics
in July 2013 to enable the conduct of the SISS every five years. Mongolia became the second
country in the Asia and the Pacific region to combine RHS and MICS into one survey, following
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic (LPDR).

This survey had the largest sample ever in the country — 15,500 households representing all
Mongolian households. The use of tablets was introduced for the first time for data collection,
which considerably reduced the time required to process data and human errors in data entry.

The survey data is a critical evidence piece for the country’s policy and decision making.
It will inform actions by national planners and decision makers, international organizations and
other users of statistical data. The data is also a fundamental source for specialized and in-depth
analysis and research. The survey results will lead to the compilation of 170 sectoral indicators
in the areas of health, education, social protection, well-being, and rights of children and women.
These are complemented by indicators of reproductive health, family planning, knowledge and
attitude towards HIV/AIDS and sexual behaviour of Mongolian men and women. Furthermore,
these enrich the results of the CDS and the RHS conducted previously and will assist to assess the
implementation of several international and national commitments, such as MDGs, International
Conference on Population and Development, “Declaration on a World Fit for Children”,
Declaration of the UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS and “Fourth National
Programme for Reproductive Health”.

In order to disseminate the survey results in a quicker and more user-friendly way, the key
findings report of the survey were disseminatedin June 2014. This time, we are launching the
finalreport of the survey to the users. This report contains about 250 tables with detailed descriptions
and conclusions based on 700 questions included in the survey questionnaires and the indicators
disaggregated by various demographic, geographic, social, and economic characteristics, to be
used for the implementation and monitoring of the above mentioned policies and programmes, as
well as for the development and approval of national policies and programmes.

The wealth of data collected in the SISS will enable researchers to produce the largest number
of in-depth studies in Mongolia (a total of 8 planned, of which 3 is supported by UNFPA and 5 by
UNICEF), evidence of which is very important to develop and implement national programmes
in many areas related to the social sector. Moreover, research organizations and professionals will
have greater opportunities to frame and intensify their independent research activities within a
much broader context since the report covered main parts of the database collected and intended
to provide with general description and conclusion. The primary data of the survey will be soon
disseminated to users with a full assurance of confidentiality of personal information.
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