
It’s time to strengthen linkages between sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and HIV
This visual highlights current guidance from WHO on best supporting and strengthening STI and HIV linkages in the context of human rights 

 and gender equality. It complements and builds upon work by partners in the Interagency Working Group on Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH) & HIV Linkages 

STI & HIV

    N
ormative Guidance for  
comprehensive SRHR  

Recommended treatment for STIs has been updated  
to counter growing antimicrobial resistance

Bacterial and viral STIs and HIV continue to affect  
millions every day   

•  WHO guidelines for the treatment of Neisseria gonorrhoeae  
•  Consolidated guidelines on the use of antiretroviral  
	 drugs for treating and preventing HIV infection 

•  WHO guidelines for the treatment of Treponema pallidum (syphilis)
•  WHO guidelines for the treatment of Chlamydia trachomatis 
•  WHO guidelines for the treatment of Genital Herpes Simplex Virus 

SRHR and HIV Integrated

service delivery

Elimination of perinatal transmission of HIV  
and syphilis is a cost-effective life-saving intervention    

Rapid diagnosis and prompt treatment can be achieved 
through enhanced point-of-care diagnostics for STIs  
and HIV 

•  WHO recommendations on antenatal care for a positive  
	 pregnancy experience
•  Elimination of mother-to-child transmission of HIV  
	 and syphilis: Global guidance on criteria and processes  
	 for validation

•  Point-Of-Care diagnostic tests for STIs
•  Laboratory diagnosis of sexually transmitted infections,  
	 including human immunodeficiency virus
•  WHO information note on the use of dual HIV/Syphilis  
    rapid diagnostic tests
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WHO joint HIV and STI strategies support the  
universal health coverage goals   

Human rights provide an international legal framework 
within which the sexual and reproductive health needs  
and aspirations of all people can be considered 
•	 Sexual health, human rights and the law

•  Global health sector strategy on sexually transmitted  
   infections, 2016-2021
•  Global health sector strategy on HIV, 2016-2021

•	 Reproductive health strategy to accelerate progress  
	 towards the attainment of international development  
	 goals and targets 

and accountability
Quality of care

Integrated and tailored comprehensive and quality  
SRHR and HIV services improves both SRH and HIV  
outcomes for people living with HIV and key populations

Young people (10-25) have particularly high rates of  
sexually transmitted infections – including HIV – and  
have specific prevention, treatment, care and support needs

•  Implementing comprehensive HIV and STI programmes with 
	 men who have sex with men

•  Sexually transmitted infections among adolescents

•  Guidance for HIV testing and counselling and care for adolescents 
	 living with HIV 

•  Implementing comprehensive HIV and STI programmes 
	 with transgender people
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The development of simple and standardised reporting 
forms and operational tools for both STIs and HIV is 
important

Specific measures of sexual health and STIs are needed 
as part of any broader STI or HIV programme

•  Report on global STI surveillance 2015
•  A tool for strengthening STI surveillance at the country level 

•  Measuring sexual health: conceptual and practical  
	 considerations and related indicators
•	 Tool to set and monitor targets for HIV prevention,  
	 diagnosis, treatment and care for key populations 

people at risk or living with HIV

 Prevention interventions for

Biomedical prevention technologies, including condoms 
and vaccines are critical to reduce STIs and HIV
•  Condoms and HIV prevention
•  Increased investment in vaccines key to reducing sexually  
	 transmitted infections 

Behavioural and structural interventions  
are important to prevent both HIV and STIs
•  Brief sexuality-related communication: 
	 Recommendations for a public health approach
•  Consolidated Guideline on SRHR of women living  
	 with HIV (forthcoming)
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Human Rights

http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/gonorrhoea-treatment-guidelines/en/
http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/arv/arv-2016/en/
http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/arv/arv-2016/en/
http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/arv/arv-2016/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/syphilis-treatment-guidelines/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/chlamydia-treatment-guidelines/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/genital-HSV-treatment-guidelines/en/
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/250800/1/WHO-RHR-16.12-eng.pdf
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/250800/1/WHO-RHR-16.12-eng.pdf
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/9789241505888/en
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/9789241505888/en
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/9789241505888/en
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/topics/rtis/pocts/en
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/9789241505840/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/9789241505840/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/dual-hiv-syphilis-diagnostic-tests/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/dual-hiv-syphilis-diagnostic-tests/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/sexual_health/sexual-health-human-rights-law/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/ghss-stis/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/ghss-stis/en/
http://www.who.int/hiv/strategy2016-2021/ghss-hiv/en
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/general/RHR_04_8/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/general/RHR_04_8/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/general/RHR_04_8/en/
http://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/MSMIT_for_Web.pdf
http://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/MSMIT_for_Web.pdf
http://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/documents/9241562889/en
http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/vct/adolescents/en/
http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/vct/adolescents/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/family_planning/task_shifting_access_contraceptives/en
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/HIV-AIDS/Key%20populations/TRANSIT.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/HIV-AIDS/Key%20populations/TRANSIT.pdf
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/stis-surveillance-2015/en/
http://who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/sti-surveillance/en
http://who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/rtis/sti-surveillance/en
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/monitoring/who_rhr_10.12/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/monitoring/who_rhr_10.12/en/
http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/toolkits/kpp-monitoring-tools/en
http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/toolkits/kpp-monitoring-tools/en
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/adol-contraceptive-use/en
http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/condoms/20090318_position_condoms.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/topics/rtis/vaccines/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/topics/rtis/vaccines/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/linkages/fp_hiv_strategic_considerations.pdf
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/208825/1/9789241549684_eng.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/sexual_health/sexuality-related-communication/en/
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/sexual_health/sexuality-related-communication/en/
http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/guidelines/9789241501972/en/index.html

